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IMPACTS

OF MARINE DEBRIS

INGESTION
Animals mistakenly eat plastic and other debris.

ENTANGLEMENT & GHOSTFISHING

Marine life gets caught and killed in ghost nets, trapped
in derelict gear, and entangled in plastic bands and other
marine debris.

HABITAT DAMAGE
Heavy marine debris crushes sensitive habitat, such as coral
reefs and sea grass.

NON-NATIVE SPECIES
‘ Marine debris transports alien and invasive species from one

region to another.
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Beachgoers may actively avoid using certain beaches because those areas are littered with
marine debris. By choosing to avoid beaches with debris, individuals will likely spend more time

and money to find cleaner beaches. At 31 beaches in Southern California, NOAA estimated how
much money Orange County residents could potentially save by reducing marine debris.
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How it all started......

MISSISSIDDI
Coastal Cleanup

_ Mississippi sl
& Coastal Cleanup o
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Program impacts
+ Single event to > 15 per year

+ =2,000 volunteers per year
+ =15 tons removed per year
« =5,000 educated per year

* Applied research to fuel
outreach

Categories

% T
80 1
70 1
60 1
50 1
40 1
30+
20 1+
10 1

Other 2%

Film 3%

Microbeads 0% - Fiber 9%

Microplastic pieces per liter

Fragment 86% —

N $0.98 $1.00 $1.48 $1.50 $1.58 $1.68 $1.88 $1.99
OFiber MFragment M Microbeads @OFilm @ Other

Cost per liter
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Contact us for help with
inland cleanups and
educational programming!
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The
Shrimping
Industry
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Derelict Trap
Reward Program
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Derelict Trap
Reward Program
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Derelict Trap Reward Programy® .« o 5
Recovery Localions s

Traps recovered
2019- 1,294
2020: 1,029
*2021: 10

Total: 2,343

*Shrimp season
hasn’t started

Derelict Trap
Reward Program

All marine debris

200 1
180 1 -
160 t
140 +
120 t
100 1
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401 5 *
201

Economic impact (USD per tow)

X

® Tows without Marine Debris ~ ® Tows with Marine Debris Lost time Lost catch Gear damage
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$ impact now
$7,702 per year
X
120 shrimpers

$924,240

$ impact future
$30,340 per year
X
120 shrimpers

$3,640,800

$ impact now
$7,702 per year
X
120 shrimpers

$924,240

$ impact future
$30,340 per year
X
120 shrimpers

$3,640,800
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Skimmer trawl o
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Sea Grant in the Gulf of Mexico

Mississippi Resources
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Alabama Resources

JACULTURE

Nolittermovement.com
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Questions?
Email: eric.sparks@msstate.edu
Visit: coastal.msstate.edu/ccr
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